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ALARA Center Activities and Information 

1. Researchers at Idaho National Laboratory have developed a foam-clay decontamination 

process that removes radioactive and concentrated metals from various surfaces that they call 

Rad-Release.  Rad-Release is non-destructive, reduces workers’ exposure to contaminated 

materials, and minimizes waste costs and volume.  Rad-Release is tailored to remove specific 

radiological and metal contaminants on a wide variety of substrates.  The foam-clay process 

is effective with up to a 99 percent removal rate.  The technology utilizes a chemical process 

that involves topical application of the foam. This application can remove 50 percent of 

contamination in just two hours. If necessary, a second, more saturated clay substance can be 

applied to the surface for six weeks and will remove up to 95 percent of contamination.  For 

more information and to view a demonstration video visit 

http://www.inl.gov/rd100/2011/rad-release.   

2. Several members from a WRAP work planning team toured the ALARA Center in 

preparation for upcoming decontamination work.  The tours members included NCOs, 

Planners, IH, Field Work Supervisors and Radiological Engineers.  They looked at 

containments, ventilation equipment, coating removal tools, vacuums and chip collectors in 

preparation to remediate a spill.  They are currently looking at Desco coating removal tools 

because they can exhaust directly into a chip collector or HEPA vacuum, containing most of 

the contamination from the coating removal process.  For more information about Desco visit 

www.descomfg.com.        

3. RMD RadCam (photo below) makes images of gamma radiation superimposed over a black 

and white video image of the same field of view.  The intensity of gamma radiation is 

presented in color with progressively brighter colors corresponding to higher gamma activity 

(example photo below).  In addition, spectra showing the isotopes present are shown for user-

selected areas of the image.  The RadCam can assist you in D&D work activities, site 

assessment, and shielding projects.  For more information about the RadCam visit 

http://www.rmdinc.com/products/p004.html. 
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4. Cave Systems sells inflatable concrete canvas containments that could be useful during field 

remediation and D&D as containment for high hazard items or as a low dose waiting area.  

Concrete canvas strips might find application as shielding for above ground hose in hose 

waste transfers.  Visit http://www.wimp.com/concretetents/ to view a demonstration video 

showing a concrete canvas containment installation.  Contact US Shelter at 

ccinfo@cavesystems.com  if you would like more information about concrete canvas 

containments.      

D&D Hotline Activities and Information  

1. Below is a D&D Knowledge Management Information Tool (D&D KM-IT) activity update 

for improvements made to the system in July.  Items A, B, and C are under review by DOE 

and will be deployed after approval.  You are invited to visit the D&D KM-IT at 

https://www.dndkm.org/.   

A.   The video and picture gallery module have increased user interaction by adding an 

interactive picture gallery that allows user to flip through images from the search results. 

The video gallery is not using flash technology to display videos.  This allows for 

multiple video formats to be displayed using a single platform. The user can interact with 

the video by increasing the size to full screen, play, pause, fast forward and even control 

the volume. 

 B.  Video tutorials are now in the works.  The team has created a sample of the tutorials 

inside the “Help” page of the video and picture gallery module.  The purpose of these 

video tutorials is to give users a short lesson on functionality of the site.  These videos 

will be a couple minutes long and will focus on a single task.  This way, the user does not 

have to sit through long videos to get their answers.  The videos feature an instructor 

using the website while explaining the website functionality. 

  

C.  A link to the “Innovative Technical Summary Report” (ITSR) was added inside the 

“What’s New” section.  It displays all the ITSR documents in multiple categories (D&D, 

Cross Cutting, HLW, Robotics and Soil & Ground Water).  This new section is consistent 

with the rest of the site and follows the typical submenu navigation with its own help 

page. 

  

D.  New lessons learned and best practices were added to these two modules.  The data 

mining task for FY10 focused on capturing the manager experience through the Energy 

Facility Contractors Group's (EFCOG) points-of-contact.   In an effort to capture the 

lessons learned and best practices acquired at DOE sites, Subject Matter Specialists 

(SMS) from various DOE sites were able to share their experiences and lessons learned 

with the D&D community.  These lessons learned and best practices are now available to 

the D&D community on the D&D KM-IT website and EFCOG webpage 

(http://www.efcog.org/).   
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2. Brian Evans of Tri Tool visited the ALARA Center to conduct a product demonstration for 

Tri Tool’s clam shell cutters, pipe beveling equipment and tube squaring equipment.  

Hanford workers were able to see the equipment first-hand and have their questions 

answered by an expert with the equipment right in front on them.  Visit www.tritool.com for 

more information about Tri-Tool products and services, or contact Brian directly at 916-712-

8506.    

3. RMT Trackvision Safety Camera (photos below) mounted on heavy equipment can provide a 

115-degree field of view in any direction to eliminate blind-spots to the front, rear, and sides 

of any heavy equipment.  The waterproof wide-angle camera allows operators to maneuver 

more confidently and more quickly in congested areas.  The camera can also be mounted 

adjacent to grapples, buckets and other attachments, to support precision loading and 

unloading.  A shockproof 7-inch hi-resolution LCD monitor provides image clarity even in 

low light and allows the operator to view up to 4 cameras.  A RMT Trackvision 

demonstration video can be viewed at http://www.track-vision.com/.  

  

   

Contact Information 

We invite you to visit the Hanford ALARA Center located on the Hanford Site in Building 

2101M in 200 East, Rooms 220 to 226.  The Center’s focus is on supporting your project’s 

safety, radiological engineering, ALARA, and D&D challenges.  You also can send your 

questions, comments, and lessons learned to me via e-mail or contact me by phone.  

Additionally, I would be happy to come to your site to assist with your project’s challenges.  My 

contact information is below.  

  

      Jeff Hunter:  (509) 373-0656, Cell (509) 308-5627, jeffrey_l_hunter@rl.gov 
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Please help me keep the report distribution current by letting me know if you would like to be 

added or removed from distribution and by letting me know when you change your e-mail 

address. 

 

Other helpful links are: 

 

Hanford ALARA Center:  http://www.hanford.gov/page.cfm/ALARA   

D&D Knowledge Management Tool:  https://www.dndkm.org/  

SRS ALARA Center:  www.srs.gov/general/programs/alara/alara_center.htm 

Department of Energy Hanford Site:  www.hanford.gov/  

Dade Moeller:  http://www.moellerinc.com/index.php 

Mission Support Alliance:  http://www.msa-hanford.com/     


